Rose Creek Chatter
Fall 2014
~ An occasional newsletter from the Friends of Rose Creek ~

Connecting Our Communities
Ten Year Anniversary Party & Bird Watching Bingo Tournament, December 6
Join us on December 6 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Rose Creek Cottage in Pacific Beach as we
celebrate ten years of picking up trash, removing invasive non-natives, planting native plants, attending
city council meetings, commenting on environmental impact reports, reviewing CEQA documents,
picking up trash, and hosting bird walks. Let’s take time to celebrate our hard work.
Many birds make their winter homes in and around Rose Creek. We’ll be on the look
out for northern shovelers, American wigeons, northern pintails, blue and green-winged
teal, and a host of other birds. Everyone who shows up gets a Bird Watching Bingo
playing card and will be looking for as many of the birds on the playing card as can be
found.
We’ll be showing the new short film on Rose Creek, sharing our accomplishments and learning about
the fabulous plans for Rose Creek. More details to be added closer to the event. Beverages and
pastries will be served so your RSVP will help us plan this free event. RSVP at saverosecreek.org or
via telephone 858.405.7503.

$460,000 Grant Awarded for Wetlands Restoration Study
By Rebecca Schwartz, San Diego
Audubon Society and the Friends of Rose
Creek

California’s native habitats through expanded
opportunities for recreation, education, and
research.

In late May, the California State Coastal
Conservancy (SCC) Board of Directors
unanimously voted to award San Diego
Audubon Society (SDAS) $460,000 to fund our
Mission Bay Wetlands Restoration Feasibility
Study! This SCC funding, along with an
additional $25,000 from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, will allow SDAS to explore
options to expand and improve tidal marsh and
mudflat habitats in the northeast corner of
Mission Bay.
SDAS’s Mission Bay Wetlands Initiative,
aims to protect and restore 270 acres of salt
marsh habitat in Mission Bay contiguous with
the Kendall Frost/Northern Wildlife Preserve.
This effort is not only critical for the endangered
wildlife that make their home in the area
(including birds like the Light-footed Clapper
Rail and Belding’s Savannah Sparrow), but it
will also increase the scope of ecosystem
services that the bay is able to provide (things
like coastline stabilization, water quality control,
etc.). Plus, this will give the local community
much more access to a beautiful piece of

As the largest grant that SDAS has ever
received, this planning effort is also a positive
and exciting game changer for San Diego
Audubon. The process will take between two to
three years, and will include the convening of a
Wetlands Working Group, a Science/Technical
Advisory Committee, and the hiring of a
consulting firm to carry out the creation of
conceptual plans for the restoration of the
wetlands. We will bring together stakeholders,

host public workshops, and engage with
community leaders to ensure that this is a
bottom-up, grassroots-supported effort. At the
end of this project, we will have three so-called
“alternatives,” or versions of the restoration
project, which are robust enough to begin
environmental review and move on to the next
stages of permitting, and ultimately, restoration.
For the full article and background
information on this project, go to
http://www.sandiegoaudubon.org/ourwork/sketches-newsletter and select the April
2014 and September 2014 issues of Sketches.

Rose Creek Bikeway Update *
The plans and engineering to construct
the Rose Creek Bikeway are about one-third
complete. The Rose Creek Bikeway is being
designed as a shared use path for people riding
bikes and people walking along Rose Creek in
its southern reach, and two-way protected bike

lanes along the west side of Santa Fe Street in
its northern reach.
While the plans are being drawn, the
environmental studies are being finished and
the draft environmental document is being
prepared for the public review and comment
period, which is anticipated to be in spring of
2015. An open house showcasing the design is
planned around that time to coincide with the
beginning of the environmental document public
review and comment period. The next steps
after completing the environmental process and
design will be to collect bids for constructing the
project and, finally, to begin building the project!
It is anticipated that construction will begin in
2016.
Please direct any questions to:
Chris Carterette, Project Manager
chris.carterette@sandag.org
(* Content courtesy of SANDAG)

The Blue Winged Teal (Anas discors)
Blue-winged teal breed primarily in the northern prairies and parklands
of central North America and focuse on the Prairie Pothole Region. Nesting
habitat includes wetland areas within grasslands, such as shallow marshes,
sloughs, flooded ditches and temporary ponds. Females change breeding sites
from year to year in response to changing wetland conditions and lay an
average of 10 eggs.
Come colder weathers, the teals head for warmer environments. Wintering habitats are diverse,
including mangrove swamps, fresh and brackish estuaries and shallow wetlands. In the United States,
the highest winter densities occur in southern Texas and peninsular Florida. Teals travel as far as
South America and some birds decide to call Rose Creek and surrounding environments in Mission
Bay home for the winter.

The Friends of Rose Creek
The Friends of Rose Creek is a community group focused on the lower portion of Rose Creek
from Marian Bear Natural Park (just south of Hwy 52) to Mission Bay Park.
Our vision is for lower Rose Creek to be an open space park providing recreational and learning
opportunities and a clean, healthy, aesthetically pleasing environment for residents, visitors,
businesses, and native plants and animals, while serving as an accessible link for bicyclists and
pedestrians to move between Rose Canyon Park, Marian Bear Park, Mission Bay Park, and
surrounding communities

*A member of the Rose Creek Watershed Alliance
* A Friends Group of San Diego Canyonlands, Inc.
Visit us on-line at http://www.saverosecreek.org

